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Dear Readers:

Its anew year
for ITM, and the
beginning of our

fth volume. What
began as a four page
newsletter designed
to inform players
and fans about
upcoming gigs and
articles of interest, has
blossomed into an
eight to twelve page
publication available
worldwide via the
internet. We still use
it to keep our players
and fans informed
about upcoming gigs,
but it has also become
an invaluable tool in
our quest to spread
the word about Big
Band music, and the
people who left an
indelible mark on the
American musical
landscape. Heres to
another ve!

- ITM Editor

BIG BAND HALL OF FAME
S —

www.olneybigband.org

Quarter Notes
Musings Of A Band Leader

Dr. Rip G. Rice - Music Director, Olney Big Band

in this issue we have a fine article by Nat Henthoff

(Wall Street Journal) that extols the efforts of Amanda
Carr and the American Big Band Preservation Society to
keep big band sounds going. So does In The Mood. In
fact, ever since the Olney Big Band was certified by Ben
Grisafi and the Sally Bennett Big Band Hall of Fame as the very first Ambassadors of Big
Band Music, part of our focus has centered on perpetuating the sounds of the Big Band Era.
We were always doing that, even before the Ambassadors Award came our way, but maybe
not with the same degree of attention and motivation. Receiving an award and recognition
for any activity is a sure way to stimulate the human heart and soul to do even better. Thats
one reason that we are so interested in passing on the story of Amanda Carr and her recently-
found love of her parents music of the Big Band Years (defined by Mr. Henthoff as the 35
year period of 1920 to 1955).

It seems that Amanda Carr, an avid rock and roll performer, was asked by her mother (a big
band vocalist) to fill in for some of her big band performances, and that is when Amanda be-
gan to appreciate the music and the lyrics. We in the Olney Big Band had a somewhat similar
situation a couple of years ago. Our vocalist, Nancy Rondeau, has a daughter, who sang with
our band as a last minute fill in. The then teen-aged Lily Ann Carlson, jumped right in and
did a superb job. How great it is to pass on the joys of big band music.

An Unexpected Award for the Olney Big Band

Each year, the Greater Olney Civic Association (GOCA) says thank you to a select number
of individuals, businesses and organizations in the greater Olney area by honoring them at
an annual awards ceremony. GOCA seeks nominations for recipients from its members and
from the community. There are five categories of awards, one of which is the Contribution to
Community Award. This award is given to those individuals, groups, and businesses that the
community has identified as having made a noteworthy contribution to the community. A
ballot is compiled and voted on by the GOCA delegates. The awards are presented each year
at a ceremony held the first Sunday of March.

This year the awards will be given to a total of six individuals and one group (The Olney Big
Band). The OBB and two individuals were selected this year to receive the Contribution to
Community Award. A reception will be held from 2:00-4:00 PM on Sunday March 7th at
the Longwood Community Center on Georgia Avenue north of Route 108. Light refresh-
ments will be served; the event is free and open to the community, neighbors and friends.
Several county and state elected officials will be in attendance as will be representatives from
the local and regional press.

We in the Olney Big Band are quite honored to be selected by the GOCA to receive this
honor. Since the Awards Ceremony coincides with the publication deadline for this issue of
In The Mood, the next issue will carry more details of this singular event in the life of the
Olney Big Band. [_|







